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U.S. Statement on Saigon 


The following is a text of a 
statement given yesterday by 
a State Department spokes- 
man: 

In the course of the last 
few days, a numher of 
points have been raised con- 
cerning the representation 
arrangements for the new 
Paris meetings, and concern- 
ing military actions both by 
the U.S. and by the other 
side. These points have 
chiefly been raised in state- 
ments and claims by North 
Vietnamese representatives. 
It is important now to set 
the record straight. 

1. First, with respect to 
representation arrange- 
menits, our proposal to the 
North Vietnamese repre- 
senitatives was that there be 
two sides in the meetings to 
discuss the peaceful settle- 
ment in Vietnam. On our 
side there would be the Re- 
public of Vietnam and the 
United States. In making 
this proposal we said that 
the North Vietnamese could 
include on their side whom- 


ever they wished. For their 
part the North Vietnamese 
said that representatives of 
the NUF would be present. 
It was understood that both 
sides would organiza them- 
selves as they chose. How-' 
ever, we made it olear from 
the outset that we view;ed 
this arrangement as two- 
sided, and we continue to re- 
gard it that way, I spell this 
out in detail because it re- 
futes the claims being made, 
by North Vietnam that we 
have agreed to a four-sided, 
or four-party conference. 

As the President has 
made absolutely clear aijd 
we have stated on many oc- 
casions the presence of the 
National Liberation Front in 
no way involves recognition 
of the Front in any form. 
We do not consider the NHF 
to be an independent entity; 
the facts are,, clear that it is 
an organization controlled 
by Hanoi. The NLF will be 
present only as Hanoi’s 
choice. 

2. I turn now to the ques- 


tion of reconnaissance oper- 
ations over North Vietnam. 
As the Department of De- 
fense has already made 
’’Clear, we are continuing re- 
connaissance jiopenation as 
requited. 'What I have to 
add concerns; the diplomatic 
background ahd particularly 
the statements by North Vi- 
etnamese i representatives 
implying that the continua-. 
tion of these operations vio- 
1 a t e s i understandings 
reached ^rior to the bomb- 
ing cessation. 

- The fa.ets are simple. The 
apHyitip'' thatiwe undertook 
to ;Ste>^;iwere hll bombard- 
mehts?;ipiid “all other acts in- 
Volvii|f the use of force.” 
This I precise phrase was 
used-' repeatedly with the 
North Vietnamese in con- 
. trast to tl^ words they sug- 
gested siihjbly because re- 
connaissance is not an act 
involving the use of force. 
The North Vietnamese ac- 
cepted this phrase and used 
it 'in their statement to the 
press issued after cessation 


of the bombing which re- 
ferred to the actions taken 
by the United States. 

3. Lastly, I refer to Secre- 
tary Clifford’s remarks of 
yesterday concerning mili- 
tary action in or near the 
DMZ and indiscriminate at- 
tacks on major cities in the 
South. 

In the latter area, we and 
they know what is required 
and >we ^are following the sit- 
uation very closely indeed. 

In respect to the DMZ, I 
wish to emphasize the seri- 
ous view we take of the veri- 
fied instances since Novem- 
ber 9 in which North Viet- 
namese forces fired on Al- 
lied forces south of the 
DMZ from positions within 
the DMZ. Our representa- 
tives 'in Paris have brought 
this situation forcefully to 
the attention of the North 
Vietnamese. As the Presi- 
dent and Secretgary Clif- 
ford have made clear, our 
positioiri is that serious talks 
could not be conducted if 
the DMZ were abused. 



